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LISTEN, MY CHILDREN, 
AND YOU SHALL HEAR 


OF THE MIDNIGHT RIDE 
OF PAUL REVERE, 


On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five; 
Hardly a man is now alive 
who remembers that famous day and year. 


He said to his friend, "If the British march 
By land or sea from the town to-night, 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch 

Wf the North Church tower as 2 signal light, 
One, if by land, and two, if by sea; 

And I on the opposite shore will he, 

Ready to ride and spread the alarm 

Through every Middlesex village and farn, 
Perethe country folk to be up and to arm.” 


Then he said, "Good niqht!" and with muffled oar 
Silently rowed to the Charlestown shore, 

Just as the moon rose over the bay, 
Jhere*swinoting wide at her moorings lay 

The Somerset, British man-of-war; 

A phantom ship, with each mast and spar 

Across the moon like a prison bar, 

And a huge black hulk, that was magnified 

By its own reflection in the tide. 


Meanwhile, his friend, through alley and street, 
Wanders and watches with eager ears, 

Ti11l in the silence around him he hears 

The muster of men at the barrack door, 

The sound of arms, and the tramp of feet, 

And the measured tread of the qrenadiers, 
Marching down to their boats on the shore. 


Then he climbed the tower of the Old North Church, 
By the ‘wooden stairs, with stealthy tread, 
To the belfry-chamber overhead, 

And startled the pigeons from their perch 
On the sombre rafters, that round him made 
Masses and moving shapes of shade,--- 

By the trembling ladder, steep and oa a 
To the highest window in the wall, 

Where he paused to listen and look down 

} moment on the roofs of the town, 

And the moonlight flowing over all. 


Beneath, in the churchyard, lay the dead, 

In their night-encampment on the hill, 

“Wrapped in silence so deep and StLLT 

That he could hear, like a sentinel's tread, 
The watchful night-wind, as it went 

Creeping along from tent to tent, 

And seeming to whisper, "All is well!" 

A moment only he feels the spell 

Of the place and the hour, and the sacred dread 
Of the lonely belfry and the dead; . 

For suddenly all his thoughts are bent 

On a shadowy something far away, 

Where the river widens to meet the bay,--- 

A line of black that bends and floats 
On the rising tide, like a bridye of boats. 


Meanwhile, impatient to mount and ride, 
Booted and spurred, with a heavy stride 
On the opposite shore walked Paul Revere, 
Now he patted his horse's side, 

Now gazed at the landscape far and near, 
Then, impetuous, stamped the earth, 

And turned and tightened his saddle-girth; 
But mostly he watched with eager search 
The belfry-tower of the Old North Church, 
As it rose above the graves on the hill, 
Lonely and spectral and sombre and still. 


“And lo! as he looks, on the belfry's height 

A glimmer, and then a gleam of light! 

He springs to the saddle, the bridle he turns, 
But lingers and gazes, till full on his sight 
A second lamp in the belfry burns! 


A hurry of hoofs in a village street, 

A shape in the moonlight, a bulk in the dark, 

And beneath, from the pebbles, in passing, a spark 

Struck out by a steed flying fearless and fleet: 

That was all! And yet, through the gloom and the 
“oT 


The fate of a nation was riding that night; 
And the spark struck out by that steed, — 

. * th, Piast lignes 
Kindled the land into flame with its heat. 
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He has left the village and mounted the steep, 
And beneath him, tranquil and broad and deep, 
Is the Mystic, meeting the ocean tides; 

And under the alders, that skirt its edge, 
Now soft on the sand, now loud on the ledge, 
Is heard the tramp of his steed as he rides. 


It was twelve by the village clock . 
When he crossed the bridge into Medford town. 
He heard the crowing of the cock, 

And the barking of the farmer's dog, 

And felt the damp of the river fog, 

That rises after the sun goes down. 


It was one by the village clock, 

When he galloped into Lexington. 

He saw the gilded weathercock 

Swim in the moonlight as he passed, 

And the meeting-house windows, blank and bare, 
Gaze at him with a spectral glare, 

As if they already stood aghast 

At the bloody work they would look upon. 


It was two by the village clock, 

When he came to the bridge in Concord town. 
He heard the bleating of the flock, 

And the twitter of birds among the trees, 
And felt the breath of the morning breeze 
Blowing over the meadows brown. 

And one was safe and asleep in his bed 

Who at the bridge would be first to fall, 
Who that day would be lying dead, 

‘Pierced by a British musket-ball. 


You know the rest. In the books you have read, 
How the British Regulars fired and fled,--- 
How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 

From behind each fence and farm-yard wall, 
Chasing the red-coats down the lane, 

Then crossing the fields to emerge again 

Under the trees at the turn of the road, 

And only pausing to fire and load. 


So through the night rode Paul Revere; 

And so through the night went his cry of alarm 
To every Middlesex village and farm,--- 

A cry of defiance and not of fear, 

A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door, 
And a word that shall echo forevermore! 

For, borne on the night-wind of the Past, 
Through all our history, to the last, 

In the hour of darkness and peril and need, 
The people will waken and listen to hear 

The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 

And the midnight message of Paul Revere, 
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A Mufter roll of tne Militia Company which Marched from Bellingham 


on the 19th day of April 1775. in the Colony Fervice under the command of 
Jefse Holbrook Captain. 


N° days N° miles Whole of Mens names N° days N° miles Whole wages 
Mens name in the from&kto wages due in the from &to due to each 
& quality Service home each man Service theirhome man 
Capt Jefse Holbrook 9 64 BD Awe 9 Ezek. Hayward 2 64 0.8002 
Lieut Luke Holbrook 2 64 7 a = David Jones 4 64 ewll. = 
Lieut Josh Phillips 4 64 - 15. 4 Benj. Partridge 8 64 - 16. 8 
Serj. Aaron Holbrook 6 64 1D yay f Job Partridge ie 64 az LG enO 
Serj. Eliag Thayer 4 64 -~ 12, 2 Jos. Partridge 5 64 -- 9. 7 
Serj. Nich” Cooke 4 64 Re whe Malichi Pond 3 64 = Serr 
Corp. Ezek Cooke y 64 ~ 16. 3 Silas Penniman 6 64 e+ 18,80 
Corp. Silas Thayer 3 64 BLY i Levi Rockwood ab! 64 mes Fey 8 Ye | 
Corp. Jadez Metcalf 4 64 aan eg Rob. Smith jr 2 64 , i Bier es 
Corp. Steph Holbrook 4 64 is C3 ea 4 Asanel Taft 4 64 - ll. - 
Priv. Silas Adams 4 64 See!) Cyrus Thomson i) 64 oxen a 
Sam Adams 4S 64 as Oe John Upham 7; 64 - 15. 35 
Peter Albee 2 64 = 8. 2 Abner Wight 8 64 --15. 8 
Dav. Belcher Re 64 eile LL Sam Pickering 4 64 ote Hee oe 
Laban Bates i 64 - 15. 3 Amos Ellis 5 64 Bret beeen 5. 
Dan! Bullard 7 64 ea nS Pare ted Ss ‘ Sf oo nt ten ae 
Sear eal ierd 11 64 AG 1 Nathan Holbrook 10 64 2-19. 6 
i vei tet ths 9 64 Bias oe 
Nat Butterworth 3 64 es May Sei oleae ; j 
Soy Aree Ae 3 64 . 9° 9 Henry Holbrook 9 64 Pate Rony» 
Ciopmba) : Dennis Darling e af Bree fe 
David Cooke jr 12 64 rope a | a SRS y ag ae sk 
John Chilson 7 64 reer John Phillips 4 64 aaa ae 
Josh Chilson 4 64 Pye li eens kena Thorson 4 64 webs, ye 
Jon® Draper 5 64 76 9. 7 Benj Twitchel 6 64 --13.10 
Jon® Miller 5 64 - 12. 5 : 
John Hill 3 64 eS ees f 
Am® Holbrook 3 64 - 9 7 re ari fee 
Asa Holbrook 4 64 cn ah Py Eats 
Asahel Holbrook 2 64 wise 
wiieie Burr 2 64 , Lg Re Fum Total L 45620928 
we Jefse Holbrook Capt. 
Lie Beebo ae 


Suffolk Fs Bellingham Dec:5.1775. Then the abovesaid Cap Holbrook 
made oath to the truth of the above roll by him Subscribed 
Before Stephen Ietcalf Justice Peace 


Rxan,* % compared with the Michael Farley ) 
original by | Edward Rawson ) Gom t&° 
) 


In Council Feb) 23°,1776 Recd & allow'd & ord? that a Warr.be 


wo -- -2-222%-for 45-9-8 in full afr? Roll 
John Lowell DpTSodAPt-- 


Note--"F" & "f", old style--translate "S" or "5s" 


By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 

Their flag to April's breeze unfurled, fi 

Here once the embattled farmers stood “Ss bie FA ip SN Pal i iad 

And fired the shot heard ‘round the world “lt ice se ead 
y. ~ eS 


e « e Emerson ... 


April 19, 1775 was the day when the "Embattled farmers", from all 
over Massachusetts answered the "call to arms." Last Fall we wrote to 
the Massachusetts Archives to see if there was a Muster Roll of the 
men who marched from Bellingham on that fateful day in the history of 
our great country. ‘fe were very happy to find that indeed there was a 
Muster Roll and that a copy could be had. On the next page you will 
find a copy of that Muster Roll and on the preceeding page you can see 
a typewritten copy of that same paper. Thanks to the research done by 
our historian, John Lundvall, you can see clearly the names of the=omen 
who answered the alarm and fought for the freedom of our country. 


The poem "Paul Revere's Ride" indicates full well just what. route 
was taken that night by Paul Revere. We know that he did not come to 
Bellingham. It is thought that the alarm was spread by the ringing of 
church bells and the shot of cannons. Just who notified Capt. Jefse 
Holbrook is a mystery but we do know that he "mustered his men and they 
marched to the defense of Bellingham and to the birth of a new nation. 


The militia was not new to this part of the world for an early 
visitor to Plymouth Colony wrote: "They assemble by the beat of a drum, 
each with his musket of firelock, in front of the captain's door; they 
have their cloakes on and place themselves in order, three abreast, and 
are led by a sergeant....Behind comes the governor in a long robe; be=-= 
side him on the right hand, comes the preacher...and so they march in 
good order, and each sets his arms down near him. Thus they are con- 
stantly on their guard night and day." 


Thus was born the citizen-soldier or "Minuteman". Each town had 
an area set aside to drill the militia. All able bodied men from 17 
to 60 years of age were required to serve in the militia and provide 
their own weapons as well. A father was responsible for providing 
arms for his sons until they reached the age of 21. Only doctors, 
clergymen, public officials, school teachers, and those with “defect 
of mind, failing senses, or impotence of Limbes" were exempt. They 
Grilled at least once a week, beginning early in the morning with roll 
call and prayer, followed by close-order drill, the manual of arms, and 
other formations, all to the accompaniment of a drum. 


It is no wonder that on April 19th, 1775 so many men were able’to 
answer the call to the alarm that was begun by Paul Revere. Bellingham 
sent 54 men to fight. You will notice on the muster roll that all ser- 
ved at least two days and some as much as much as ll days. This is not 
to say that this was all they served, but in answer to the call of the 
nineteenth of April, 1775. 


Research has revealed that the Burr family of Bellingham, the Cox 
family of Mendon, and Hazel Forsberg of Upton are all descendants of 
John Chilson who answered that call. Serj. Nicholas Cook, Jr. was the 
son of Deacon Nicholas Cook who was the first signer of the petition 
founding the Baptist Church in Crimpville in 1737. David Jones was the 
person who later, gave the land for the building of the Town Hall, 
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Introducing the BROADSIDER- which will be a regular feature of the 
Crimpville Comments for the Bi-Centennial Era. l. 0. <0. seen 
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BROADSIDES 


me 
=e 
: 
Rd 
& 
BS 
ae 


IN THE YEARS LEADING UP TO THE REV- | 
OLUTION, BROADSIDES WERE USEDBY |: 
PATRIOTS AS THE MOST EFFECTIVE AND 
INFLAMMATORY WAY TO AROUSE 
OPPOSITION TO THE CROWN. 


USUALLY, THE BROADSIDES CONSISTED. 
OF ONE SHEET CONTAINING A PICTURE” {>}: 
| WITH AN EMOTIONAL CAPTION OR TEXT, | | 
t/| | POEMS, SPEECHES, ESSAYS, WHICH : 
DESCRIBED TORY INJUSTICES. 
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THE BROADSIDES, BECAUSE OF THE 
ILLEGAL NATURE OF THE ACTIVITIES 
THEY URGED PEOPLE TO UNDERTAKE, 

# ||| WERE USUALLY POSTED UP AROUND TOWN 
wi AT NIGHT AND LEFT TO GREET CITIZENS 

i THE NEXT DAY. 
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| | NOSIGNATURES OR IDENTIFYING MARKS |} 

| WERE AFFIXED TO THE INEXPENSIVE POSTERS, 

| BEYOND SOMETHING LIKE “CHAIRMAN OF THE | __ 
COMMITTEE ON TARRING AND FEATHERING.” |" 


|! 


r , 
IN THAT WAY, PATRIOTS COULD MAKE ANY . 

POLITICAL STATEMENT THEY FELT NECESSARY, 

WITHOUT FEAR OF REPRISALS BY THE TORIES. 
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Kach month bhis back page will be reserved for the Bellingham 
Bi-Centennial Commission.... The voice of the people will be heard... 


200 years ago, our forefathers fought for social, political and 
economic changes to create a new democracy. What happened to that 
democracy? HAVE WE LOST AMERICA? ) | 


